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should be restored, and their educational side be developed in accordance with the
practical, as well as the religious, requirements of the Muhammadan community.

The social economy of Muhammadans, for which there is scriptural precedent,
provides for women, "and gives them greater legal rights than are possessed by
Englishwomen, even since the Married Women's Property Act of 1882. Indeed^
nothing, except perhaps the Hindu family life in the higher castes, can exceed
the respect, tenderness, purity, and legitimate influence of women in the Muham-
madan household. The " beau sexe " forms no subject of conversation among
Muhammadan as among Christian youths, and its seclusion is the protection given
to what is precious and weak The pious Muhammadan widow is proverbial as a
patroness of education. The kindness of Muhammadans to dependents, their
humane treatment of animals, >f who also return to the Lord," their great charity,
and the simplicity which characterises the true believer should draw us to Him,
and, instead of clamouring against "the false prophet," our missionaries would do
well in cementing an alliance between the sister-faiths of Islam and Christianity.
Even now many a good Muhammadan would rather send his boy to a missionary
school, " because the Bible, at any rate, is taught there," than to a Government school,
where there is " nothing " (in the form of religious instruction). Indirectly, also, the
unexpected effect of Christian teaching in missionary schools in very many places
is to increase the conversion of Hindus to Muhammadamsm, for reasons which
are too long to explain. In my humble opinion we ought to set aside the first
hour in Government schools in India to the separate religious teaching of the
various denominations frequenting them in their own faiths, the remaining five-
hours of secular instruction being enjoyed in common by all denominations.
Unless we do this we practically condemn the Muhammadan either to give up the
worldly advantages of modern education, or else to abandon what he considers
most sacred, and that is, his religious training " Religious neutrality " should
mean that " religious impartiality " which gives a share of the taxation of Orientals-
to what they value most, their religion , and if we wish to attach Muhammadans
to British rule, we must give them " dm wa dunya " (religion and worldly ad-
vantages), and believe, with the* Emperor Akbar, that " Government and religion
are twins," for just as no Government can last that destroys the religious sentiment
among its sublets, so also can no Government prosper that does not support their
respective faith with equal generosity and justice.

It is, however, the special alliance of Islam and Christianity which I would
urge, not only from a religious, but also from a political standpoint. There was a
time when the Englishman was looked upon as the natural protector of the
Muhammadan world, chiefly owing to the traditional friendship with Turkey,
the ruler of which is the de facto Khalifa of the Sunni Muhammadans, who also
form the majority of our Muhammadan fellow-subjects. This friendship should
be strengthened, and among minor measures I would urge the admission of
Muhammadan youths (as, indeed, also of Bajputs) of good birth into our military
schools, with the view of their being employed, with exactly the same prospects-
of promotion as European officers, in the Indian army of the future, which will
have to be very largely increased.

In conclusion, allow me to express the conviction that to advances such as I
have ventured to indicate, made in a true Christian spirit to the professors of
a sister-faith, the followers of Muhammad will cordially respond, much to the
advantage of real religion throughout the world, and to the legitimate promotion
of British interests, which will otherwise deservedly suffer at the hands of a new
rival in the affections of Muhammadans.

Your obedient servant,

G. W. LEITNEK.

Jamary 2Qth, 1888.
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